


Dear Patrons, 

Welcome to the 15th Annual Indian Music and Dance 
Festival! I hope you and your family are doing well. 
This festival is a special festival as we come from a 
two-year break due to Covid. We celebrate the musical 
legacies of Bharat Ratna Ravi Shankar, Padma Bhushan 
R.K. Srikantan, Padma Bhushan Lalgudi Jayaraman 
and natya legacy of Padma Bhushan Kalanidhi 
Narayanan.  This year’s program will honor artists 
including Sangita Kalanidhi Chitravina Ravikiran, 
Guru Neyveli Santhanagopalan, Guru Priyadarsini 
Govind, and Odissi exponent, Sujata Mohapatra.  

Before we leave the two challenging years behind 
us, here’s a recap on what you helped us accomplish: 

1.We broadcasted select programs from past festivals 
on a weekly basis. 
	
2.We started broadcasting on a bimonthly 
basis a Lecdem series from July of 2020, which 
was poineered by Smt. Revathi Subramanian.
We had the pleasure of listening to over 40 lecdems 
in a variety of topics including music and dance. 
	
3.We broadcasted a special concert by Kaushiki 
Chakraborty. 
		
4.We collaborated with Mohan Foundation, an organ 

donation organization in India to stream a number of 
other events (eg: Warsi Brothers, Aishwarya Srinivas, 
Shankar Mahadevan Academy, and Usha Uthup to 
name a few). We also brought a Bollywood program in 
collaboration with Mohammad Rafi Foundation. 

5.We broadcasted concerts that were put together 
by the Federation of City Sabhas for 2020. 
These 150 programs featuring 250 artists 
showcased India’s vocal and instrumental music, 
dance, drama, and namasangeerthanams, These 
programs were free to IFAASD patrons. 
	
6.We  are  broadcasting  the Federation  of   
Sabhaa concerts  as well as the  First Edition 
Arts programs (about 100 concerts) for all 
IFAASD 2021- 2022 paid subscribers. These unique 
events include Carnatic (vocal and instrumental) 
music Hindustani music, as well as dance, dramas 
and namasangeerthanams. 

We are keenly focused on our future together as we 
celebrate 15 years of adventurous artistic engagement. 
As we begin to celebrate the past two years of activities, 
we want to take a moment to send a note of thanks 
to you. Your active participation in the academy’s 
activities as well as your financial contributions 
to its growth and development have enabled 
us to continue to offer quality program 
during the pandemic

Working closely with the team of many organizers, 
the IFAASD board’s vision for this year’s festival was 
to add unique depth and dimension to the academy’s 
repertoire. For the next three days, our wonderful city of 
San Diego will become even more popular in Southern 
California as we host 10 events featuring over 40 
artists from India and around the U.S. and over 50 
young students of music and dance from San Diego. 

The board joins me in inviting you all to thoroughly 
enjoy high caliber vocal, instrumental, and dance
programs throughout the entirety of this grand 
festival.  We greatly appreciate your support and 
presence at every one of the events scheduled over the 
next three days. Once more, I’d like to extend a hearty 
welcome to all of you, and wish you all an enjoyable 
experience as patrons of the Indian Fine Arts 
Academy of San Diego! 

Sincerely,
Shekar Viswanathan
Secretary, Indian Fine Arts Academy of San Diego

A Message from the Secretary
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Sa n g e e t a 
A c h a r y a 
T i r u v a i y a r u 

S R Krishnan has 
been a Carnatic musician for more than sixty years. 
Having trained under legendary musicians such as 
Gaana-bhooshaNam Brahmasri Kumaramangalam 
Srinivasaraghavan, his father, and Sangita Kalanidhis 
Maharajapuram Viswanatha Iyer, Madurai Mani 
Iyer and G.N. Balasubramaniam, Krishnan has been 
an AchArya for about 50 years, and a renowned 
exponent of ‘Sankeertanam’ & ‘Harikatha’ traditions 
(encompassing Carnatic & Hindusthani systems of 
music) for more than five decades across four continents 
of the globe.  His AchAryAs in Sankeertanam & 
Harikatha traditions included Srirangam Nathamuni 
Narayana-Iyengar, PudukkOTTai TV Narayana Sastri, 
and the legendary Swami Haridoss Giri, aka GURUJI.  

Krishnan, a disciple of His Holiness ChandraSekharEndra 
Saraswati aka Kaanchi paramAchArya, was 
indoctrinated into Vedic/Scriptural education in 
Sanskrit college, Madras. He is a composer & lyricist 

in six languages, a poet, journalist & a novelist in both
English and Tamil. His operatic creations include,
‘Sitaayaascharitham Mahat aka Triveni Ramayanam’
and ‘SaraNam Aiyappaa’. Saint Tyagaraja, Divya 
Prabhandam and Abhanga sankeertanam have been his 
favorite Harikatha topics. 

Krishnan started as an International Banker in 1965, 
and has been an International Fiduciary since 1991. He 
has widely traveled and has been a distinguished Fellow 
of several Royal Academic Societies/Institutions of the 
United Kingdom since 1978. He is a founder principal 
of three international fiduciary corporations two of 
which currently operate in several jurisdictions at the 
nomination of Federal & State Agencies of the US 
Government. 

He and his wife Radha are patrons of several 
philanthropic institutions in India, which care for 
mentally & physically challenged and the destitute, who 
the Krishnans describe as ‘God’s favorite children’. 
More than 50 CDs from about 20 live recordings 
are currently available free from his website www.
sankeertanam.com

Ra s i k a 
S h i r o m a n i 
Sri. V.V 

Sundaram has played 
a pivotal role in propagating carnatic music in 
North America. His passion for this art form led 
him to organize the Carnatic music tour of many 
great musicians, both in the US and Canada, in 
the 1970s and 1980s. He has been instrumental in 
bringing many renowned musicians such as Dr. 
M. Balamuralikrishna, Nedunuri Krishnamurthy, 
RK Srikantan, and Sheik Chinna Moulana to the 
US for the first time. His intense love for Carnatic 
music motivated him to join hands with a group 
of equally passionate music lovers to organize the 

Cleveland Thyagaraja Aradhana Festival, which has 
now become the largest and most looked forward 
to annual music event in North America since its 
inception in 1975. The festival has succeeded in 
enticing musicians of the highest caliber to perform 
in Cleveland. The festival in its effort to attract more 
and more youngsters continues to add new programs 
/ competitions and encourages them to participate in 
them. This effort has paid off; the competitions have 
motivated some of the youngsters to  attain such 
proficiency that they are now invited to perform 
during the December music festival in Chennai. Sri. 
Sundaram is also very much involved in San Diego 
festival arrangement.

Sangeeta Acharya 
Tiruvaiyaru S R Krishnan
Guest of Honor

Rasika Shiromani  
Sri. V.V Sundaram
Guest of Honor

been a Vãkgèyakãra, Védic scholar, poet, 
lyricist, composer,  journalist,  a story writer, 
and an operatic playwright. 

Krishnan was trained in Karnátaka Sangĩtam 
by his father  Gãna-Bhûshaņam Brahmasri 
Kumãramangalam Srinivãsa Rãghavan 
(KSR), and by many other legends of the 20th 
Century including Maharãjapuram Viswanãtha 
Iyer,  Madurai Mani Iyer   and  G.N. Bala 
Subramanyam. Krishnan has been performing 
since 1955 in India, Far East Asia, Europe, 
Great Britain, and the US, accompanied by 
well-known artists many of whom are leading 
names in the Indian Music world. Krishnan 
is also a celebrated exponent of ‘Dakshina
- s a mpr a d ay a - S a n k e e r t a n a m , Ab h a n g
-Sankeertan  &  Hari-Kathá traditions; 
he has performed these divine formats 
encompassing music from both renowned 
traditions of India. His Gurus for these 
traditions include Brahmasri KSR, Brahmasri 
Náthamuni Nārāyaña-Iyengar, Abhang 
Sirónmañi  Náráyaña-Sástri, and  Swámi 
Haridoss Giri  (renowned as ‘Guruji’) with 
whom Krishnan had performed since 1959 
until Guruji’s passing away in 1990. Krishna’s
earliest Opera based on three versions of 
“Rámáyaña”, titled Sitãyãscaritam-Mahat 
& Triveni-Ramayana” was staged in 1965.   A 
thespian since his youth, Krishnan had 
performed in the prestigious Kalidas 
Festivals in Ujjain to play leading roles in many 
of Kalidas’s famed works.  He has hundreds of 

live recordings; some of which are available, 
on-line, and also on two YouTube channels.

A disciple of His Holiness Jagadguru Kanchi 
Paramãchãrya (68th Pontiff of the Adi Sankra 
Order), Krishnan continued training in the 
Vedas and scriptures in Sanskrit College, Ma-
dras under the auspices of Paramãchãrya.

Krishnan with his wife Radha and his 
daughters/disciples, ‘Krishnan-Sis-
ters’ – Priya, Harini &amp; Subha, also 
musicians– are all involved in several 
philanthropic activities. His per-
formances are mostly  fundrais-
ers for Charities and Philanthropy 
and those live recordings supplement the 
Krishna’s support  to charities, Homes for 
the mentally and physically challenged and 
hospitals for the underprivileged.

A gold medalist from the University of 
Madras, India, Krishnan is a Fellow of 
the Royal Chartered Institute of Bankers 
(London) and a Fellow of the Institute of 
Financial Accountants (London) since the 
1970s. Krishnan has held top executive 
positions with several International Banks, in 
Asia, Europe, Great Britain and the US, and
has widely traveled the globe for 50 years. He is 
the CEO of and Chairmen of two reputed US 
Fiduciary firms  serving at the nomination 
of US Federal and State Agencies, Regulators, 
Banks, and Foreign Governments.

He also serves as the Special Deputy 
Commissioner of California State Department 
of Financial Protection & Innovation.
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Despite the numerous titles of 
honor and the near-universal 
usage of admiring references 
to Ravi Shankar, I would 
henceforth refer to the maestro 
as ‘Ravi’ while referring to the 
‘Legend’.

-By Thiruvaiyaru S R Krishnan
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					         1938 by
    which time the young Ravi had seen a lot of changes.

````````````````````````````          concurrently learning 
the ‘Western customs’,and‘how to present Indian 
culture to the world at large’. Young Ravi’s many 
roles during this period.

       who later played an important role in the 
libes of ravi and his family members), gave him
a life line; Alive Boner became the gaurdian -angel
who gave the much needed financial and emotional 
support for Uday’s risky  venture(s).
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    That was a when Ravi’s formal music 
training started with the most serious teacher,Baba
who was both revared and feared.

    Ali Akbar Khan (‘Akbar’) on Sarod and 
Annapurna Devi on Surbahar (Devi would later 
become Ravi’s wife.) Ravi and Akbar

Baba used a wide array of ‘Korvais’ or ‘sollu’ 
(rhythmic solfa cycles ) from Karnatak Sangit
(never before used in north Indian music)
inducing the curiosity and instilling passion inRavi 
to incorporate South Indian talas into his music, 
going forward.
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It was evident that Ravi’s musical 
compositions were mature, 
guided by Uday’s principles 
and including innovative usage 
of Indian rather than Western 
instruments and sound effects
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While most musicologist concode that ‘Nut-Bhairav
(or Nat-Bhairav) is relatively new melody to Hindustani
system’, few would be willing to credit Ravi Shankar for its 
“discovery” (from ‘SarasAngi, the 27th Melakarta).

Under such pressure from various sides, Ravi underwent a
crises at all levels,(material, emotional and spritual) even
questioning the need for his own existence! He carefully
formulated a plan to end his life to the extend of facing a
care and preparing final letters! But shortly before the
‘chisen’ day in 1948, an extraordinary encounter turned 
his life around. Passing by Ravi’s home, a yogi known
as ‘Tat Baba’ visited him. Entranced by the aura which
seemed to surrounded the yogi, Ravi readily agreed to play
the sitar for him, forgetting his commitment to perform
for the prince of jodhpur that ver evening, for a large fee.
Althought Ravi never shared any of those details, the yogi
seemed to know about Ravi’s despair,mssing commitment
and also the planned suicide, without any explaination 
or speech, he simply told Ravi,



15th Indian Music & Dance Festival

IFAASD SOUVENIR 2022
22

His tour of the Soviet Union gave Ravi the 
opportunity to test his skills as the Musical 
Ambassador ( of India) to the world at large 
as he began preceding every performance 
with a brief introduction on Indian Music.

 as a soloist in Western Europe and the
United States.

   While i cannot surmise Ravi read such 
motivational writers and thinkers, his practical life led him
into the right formula to motivate the artists around him and
rally them as one troupe,one team and in one goal for 
sucess
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“..It was January 30. 1949....
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Let me quote some of his  
poignant statements about 
himself and his life as it pushed 
him around!

“ By nature , I don’t think of the past; I think always of the 
future. Yet in my seventy fifth year, the occasion for which this book 
was originally intended, there appeared to be some commotion being 
made about what I had achieved. This seems strange to me-although 
it makes me elated and grateful. I feel I have not been able to do more 
than a fraction of all the creative, musical and visual things that keep 
bubbling and brewing up in my mind.And sitting here is Encinitas, 
California , in this lovely house with such beauty all around, I do feel 
that I would like to stay on this planet longer in order to accomplish as 
much as possible. One of my big motivations is my daughter, Anoushka,
who has all the lakshana (signs) of being a yoga patri - literally a 
‘suitable pot’. I want to train her and give her as much I can, so that 
she can carry on and travel much further along the never-ending path 
of our great music.People ask me always what I want to be remembered 
by, and I would like it to be not for my mistakes, but for the things 
that I was able to achieve - those that have touched the hearts of 
people been very lucky indeed to have gained recognition and 
appreciation almost all over the world. It has been my good fortune 
that there have never been any problems with communicating the 
greatness of our music. In places where the people had never even 
heard of it, nevertheless it has been instant success, and still there are 
warm receptions today everywhere I go.And what is the truth, any-
way? It is beauty-in the eye of the beholder. The great Akira Kurosa-
wa has shown this so wonderfully in his film Rashomon. Perspective 
plays a crucial role: I have tried to be as truthful as possible i stating 
the past and the present in relation to everyone and everything men-
tioned, including myself, but what I have told you here is the story 
of my life as I see it now.There is no doubt that I have contradicted 
myself at many times and in many places over the course of my life. It 
will even have happened in this book, I am sure, because of ow I have 
written it - in various places ( California, Delhi, London, Glasgow, 
Henley and on several trains and planes), at various times (between 
1994 and 1997) and in various ways (sometimes writing with a pen, 
sometimes dictating onto a tape, sometimes annotating drafts). We all 
contradict ourselves, and inevitably so. You can all too easily write an 
autobiography in which you praise one person to the heavens - your 
lover, your cook, or whoever - and omit to mention another person who 
was years ago the object of all your plaudits. In another ten or twenty 
years you may have a different partner, a different chef, a different 
perspective. Nothing is permanent in this life, and I can say this with 
the true confidence of one who frequently goes through changes of heart!
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Some of my views expressed here would have been different fifty years ago or twenty-five years ago-some-
times last week! I make no apology for this because it is unavoidable, but it is always worth bearing in mind.

..........You will also notice that each of the chapters is named after a raga I have created. They are arranged in a 
sequence which follows the time theory associated with our North Indian Classical music system, beginning with 
an early-morning raga, Gangeshwari (doubly appropriate since the river Ganga is the lifeblood of Benares, where 
my life began ), through afternoon, evening and night ragas to parameshwari, a raga of the very late night or early 
dawn. The epilogue is named after a dhun, a number in a lighter, folk style with which I usually end a concert.”

…… I can never be thankful enough to God for leading me intact through such various paths of roses and thorns over 
seventy-seven years. Loving HIM and being greedy for his love, I pray for his grace and blessings for my remaining years”.
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Yehudi (The Right Honorable ‘Lord Yehudi 
Menuhin’, OM, KBE) wrote in 1998,”Ravi is 
the most wonderful teacher and guide, because he 
knows the technique”…….

“Today, most of us in the West have lost that acute 
organization. Without a craft, without a command 
of your fingers, your eyes and all your senses, you 
cannot evolve in art. But nor are the means alone 
sufficient. In India everything follows an aes-
thetic which is totally missing i our world”……

“…..the human being by nature must be a reli-
gious animal. But I think that if we survive long 
enough , we will learn from the Indians and their 
traditions, and go along a totally different world.”

“ Ravi represents enlightment, organiza-
tion,discipline – and yet such freedom – that 
which is won through a great deal of thought, 
work, practice and experience……….

“In many ways, he is the greatest musician I have 
known. If you are going to compare West and 
East on one footing, then he would c ome after 
my teacher Enesco and Bartok but a close third”.
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