


A Message from the Secretary

Dear Patrons, 

Welcome to the 16th Annual Indian Music and Dance 
Festival! I hope you and your families are thriving and 
enjoying transitioning back to pre-pandemic activities, 
including attending in-person music and dance programs. 
During this year’s festival, we are excited to celebrate the 
musical legacies of Bharat Ratnas Ravi Shankar and 
Bhimsen Joshi, Sangita Kalanidhis TM Thyagarajan, and 
MD Ramanathan.  In addition, we will be honoring highly 
accomplished artists including Nagai Muralidharan, 
Lalgudi GJR Krishnan, Lalgudi Vijayalakshmi, and Kala 
Ramnath with lifetime achievement awards. We will also 
be recognizing the services of Dr. Madhu Madhavan, 
Hema Rajagopal, and Harini Vikas-Jha with the Samaja 
Seva Rathna award.

On behalf of the board of the Indian Fine Arts Academy, I 
want to thank you for your continued support 
throughout the past year. Your active participation in the 
academy’s activities as well as your financial 
contributions to its growth and development have 

Shekar Viswanathan
Secretary, Indian Fine Arts Academy of San Diego

Sincerely,

enabled us to have a very busy and productive year. This 
past year, we featured Carnatic vocalists – including 
Gayathri Venkataraghavan, Sandeep Narayan, TM 
Krishna, Carnatica Brothers, Vani Ramamurthy, Trichur 
Brothers, and Bala Boys – Carnatic instrumentalists, such 
as Balu Masti, and Hindustani instrumentalists, like 
Vishwa Mohan Bhatt and Rupak Kulkarni. We also had 
the privilege of witnessing the percussion virtuoso of 
Sangita Kalanidhi Trichy Sankaran and the Bharatanatyam 
styles of Shweta Prachande and Priyanka Raghuraman. 
We staged a spectacular youth festival for the fifth year in 
a row by inviting 23 young artists from across North 
America to San Diego. The performances included vocal 
and instrumental Carnatic and Hindustani music and 
many dance forms such as Bharathnatyam, Kuchipudi, 
Kathak, and Odissi.

Working closely with the team of organizers of the 
Cleveland Aradhana, led by Sri V.V. Sundaram, the IFAASD 
board’s vision for this year’s festival was to add more 
depth and dimension to the academy’s repertoire. We 
are keenly focused on our future together as we 
celebrate 16 years of adventurous artistic engagement. 
For the next four days, our wonderful city of San Diego 
will become even more popular in Southern California as 
we host 12 events featuring over 43 artists from India and 
around the U.S. and over 50 young students of music and 
dance from San Diego.

The board joins me in inviting all of you to thoroughly 
enjoy high caliber vocal, instrumental, and natya 
programs throughout the entirety of this grand festival. 
We greatly appreciate your support and presence at 
every one of the events scheduled over the next four 
days. 

Once more, I’d like to extend a hearty welcome to all of 
you and wish you all an enjoyable experience as patrons 
of the Indian Fine Arts Academy of San Diego! 
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Chief Guest Sangeeta Achãrya

Thiruvaiyaru S.R . Krishnan
Sangeeta Achãrya 
Thiruvaiyaru S.R Krishnan is a 
Vãkgèyakãra, Védic scholar, 
poet, lyricist, composer, 
journalist, a story writer, and 
an operatic playwright.

Krishnan was trained in 
Karnátaka Sangitam by his 
father Gãna-Bhûshaņam 
Brahmasri Kumãramangalam 
Srinivãsa Rãghavan 
(KSR), and by many other 
legends of the 20th Century including 
Maharãjapuram Viswanãtha Iyer, 
Madurai Mani Iyer and G.N. Bala 
Subramanyam. Krishnan has been 
performing since 1955 in India, Far 
East Asia, Europe, Great Britain, and 
the United States, accompanied by 
well-known artists many of whom are 
leading names in the Indian Music world. 
Krishnan is also a celebrated exponent of 
‘Dakshina-sampradaya-Sankeertanam, 
Abhang-Sankeertan & Hari-Kathá 
traditions, performing these divine formats 
encompassing music from Hindusthãni and 
Karnataka-Sangeeta traditions of India. 

His Gurus for these hoary traditions 
include Brahmasri KSR, Brahmasri 
Náthamuni Nārāyana-Iyengar, Abhang 
Sirónmañi Náráyaña-Sástri, and Swámi 
Haridoss Giri (renowned as ‘Guruji’) 
with whom Krishnan had performed 
since 1959 until Guruji’s passing away 
in 1990. Krishnan’s earliest Opera 
based on three versions of “Rámáyaña”, 
titled Sitãyãscaritam Mahat or Triveni-
Ramayana” was staged in 1965. A 
thespian since his youth, Krishnan had 
performed in the prestigious Kalidas 
Festivals in Ujjain to play leading roles 
in many of Kalidas’s famed works. He 
has hundreds of live recordings; some of 
which are available, on-line, and also on 
two YouTube channels (Ragasri & Guru 
Bhakti).

A disciple of His Holiness 
Jagadguru Kanchi 
Paramãchãrya (68th Pontiff 
of the Adi Sankara Order), 
Krishnan continued training 
in the Vedas and scriptures 
in Sanskrit College, Madras 
under the auspices of 
Paramãchãrya.

Krishnan with his wife Radha 
and his daughters/disciples, 
Priya, Harini and Subha 

(aka ‘Krishnan-Sisters’) are all involved in 
several philanthropic activities. Krishnan’s 
performances are mostly fundraisers 
for Charities and Philanthropy and for 
temples; those live recordings supplement 
the Krishnans’ support to charities, Homes 
for the mentally and physically challenged 
and hospitals for the underprivileged.
A gold medalist from the University of 
Madras, India, Krishnan is a Fellow of 
the Royal Chartered Institute of Bankers 
(London) and a Fellow of the Institute of 
Financial Accountants (London) since the 
1970s. Krishnan has held top executive 
positions with several International Banks, 
in Asia, Europe, Great Britain and the US, 
and has widely traveled the globe for 50 
years. He is the CEO and Chairmen of 
two reputed US Fiduciary firms serving 
at the nomination of US Federal and 
State Agencies, Regulators, Banks, and 
Foreign Governments. He also serves 
as the Special Deputy Commissioner of 
California State Department of Financial 
Protection & Innovation.
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has travelled extensively and has given performances 
both as a soloist and as an accompanist at prestigious 
sabhas. He has won several “Best Violinist” awards from 
the Madras Music Academy.  HKV has published a book, 
TyagarajaVachanamrita with text, transliteration, and 
translation of popular  compositions of Tyagaraja.

Karthik Venkataraman is a popular kanjira artist from 
North America. He is a disciple of the famous mridanga 
vidwan, Sri.Srimushnam V. Raja Rao. Recognized for his 
cohesive accompaniment and adherence to traditional 
playing techniques, Karthik has travelled widely, playing 
for musicians in Canada, India, and the USA. He has 
accompanied many senior musicians including eminent 
Sangeetha Kalanidhis. He is regularly featured in music 
festivals across the country. He has received awards and 
titles for his work with various cultural organizations. 
Karthik is the president of Bharathi Kala Manram in 
Toronto and is part of the Cleveland Aradhana Festival.

Kamalakiran Vinjamuri a violinist from North America, 
first learned from his grand-father, Sri. Parthasarathy 
Iyengar. He later received training from Smt. Malladi 
Vijayalakshmi.  Since the age of 7, he has been trained 
by his father and by Padma Shri A. Kanyakumari.  He has 
won prizes in all the categories in the Cleveland 
Thyagaraja Aradhana and from all major sabhas in India 
including the Madras Music Academy. He has 
accompanied many senior artists including Sri M. 
Balamuralikrishna, Sri TN Seshagopalan, and Smt. 
Suguna Varadachari. 

End
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Consul General of India, San Francisco

Chief Guest

Dr. T.V. Nagendra Prasad

Ambassador Dr. Nagendra Prasad before taking over as the 
Consul General of India at San Francisco, served at the Ministry of 

External Affairs as Joint Secretary heading the Gulf Division.

He joined the Indian Foreign Service in the year 1993 and served 
in various positions at Indian Missions including Tehran, London, 

Thimphu, Berne and Ashgabat. He was India's Ambassador to 
Turkmenistan from July 2014 to January 2018.

Back home in India, he served as Regional Passport Officer, 
Bengaluru (1999-2001) and as Project Director of the Passport 

Seva Project, one of the Mission Mode Projects under 
e-Governance(2008-2011).

Dr. Prasad was born in the district of Warangal, Telangana. He 
graduated from the Andhra Pradesh Agricultural University and 
received his Doctorate from the prestigious Indian Agricultural 

Research Institute in New Delhi.

He is married to Padmavathi and has one son.
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R a s i k a 
S h i r o m a n i 
Sri. V.V 

Sundaram has played 
a pivotal role in propagating carnatic music in 
North America. His passion for this art form led 
him to organize the Carnatic music tour of many 
great musicians, both in the US and Canada, in 
the 1970s and 1980s. He has been instrumental in 
bringing many renowned musicians such as Dr. 
M. Balamuralikrishna, Nedunuri Krishnamurthy, 
RK Srikantan, and Sheik Chinna Moulana to the 
US for the first time. His intense love for Carnatic 
music motivated him to join hands with a group 
of equally passionate music lovers to organize the 

Cleveland Thyagaraja Aradhana Festival, which has 
now become the largest and most looked forward 
to annual music event in North America since its 
inception in 1975. The festival has succeeded in 
enticing musicians of the highest caliber to perform 
in Cleveland. The festival in its effort to attract more 
and more youngsters continues to add new programs 
/ competitions and encourages them to participate in 
them. This effort has paid off; the competitions have 
motivated some of the youngsters to  attain such 
proficiency that they are now invited to perform 
during the December music festival in Chennai. Sri. 
Sundaram is also very much involved in San Diego’s 
festival arrangements.

Rasika Shiromani  

Guest of Honor

M.R. Rangaswami
Guest of Honor

M.R. Rangaswami (MR) is 
an entrepreneur, investor, 
corporate eco-strategy 

expert, community builder and philanthropist. 
Recognized as a software business expert, he 
participated in the rapid expansion of the Silicon Valley 
software industry during his tenure as an executive at 
both large and small software companies. In 1997, he 
co-founded Sand Hill Group, one of the earliest “angel” 
investment firms, and was profiled on the front page of 
the Wall Street Journal. He was named to the Forbes 
"Midas" list of investors and also recognized by CRN as 
one of the Top 25 Technology Executives. He also hosts 
the Enterprise Retreat for the top 100 leaders in 
technology.

In 2007, M.R. founded the Corporate Eco Forum(CEF), an 
invitation-only membership organization for Global 500 
companies that demonstrate a serious commitment  to 
the environment as a business strategy. In 2012 M.R. 
founded Indiaspora (a non-profit) to unite the Indian 
Diaspora and to transform  their success into 

meaningful impact in India and on the global stage. By 
sharing insights, hosting events and connecting people, 
Indiaspora unites the professionally, geographically and 
religiously diverse Indian community toward collective 
action. Indiaspora events include its annual Leadership 
Forum, Philanthropy Summit and the Global Connect 
program. Indiaspora also engages in community issues 
such as the initiative to get the USPS to issue a Diwali 
stamp in 2016. 
 
M.R. is a board member of the Kaliash Satyarthi 
Children's Foundation, The Nudge Foundation and the 
WISH Foundation. M.R is the recipient of the Association 
to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) 
"Influential Leaders" award in 2015 and the US-China 
Educational Trust (US-CET) inaugural “Asians in America" 
award in 2016. In 2020 he was the recipient of the 
“Global Service” award from the Canada-India Business 
Council. MR is also profiled in two books -  "Those 
immigrants by Scott Haas and "The $8 Man" by Brenda 
Christensen. He has also written the chapter on Silicon 
Valley in the book “Kamala Harris and The Rise of Indian 
Americans”.
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