


Youth Festival of North America (YFNA)

Dear Patrons, 

The Indian Fine Arts Academy of San Diego is proud to present the 
Eighth Annual Youth Festival of North America                  (YFNA).  
The primary goal of this festival is to provide a prestigious 
platform for young artists across North America to showcase their 
talents in Indian classical arts. Beyond that, we aim to inspire 
other young individuals to develop a passion for these beautiful 
traditions whether through learning or performing. We hope that 
this festival will serve not only as a stage for artistic excellence but 
also as a meeting ground for young performers to connect, 
collaborate, and build a close-knit community of classical art 
enthusiasts. We believe that these connections will motivate and 
support young artists to pursue their art even as they transition to 
college and adult life. In addition, we aspire for the festival to 
spark a broader interest in Indian classical arts among youth of all 
backgrounds—both Indian and non-Indian alike.

This year’s festival features the following: 
• 25 young participants, between the ages 11 and 29 years, who 
were competitively selected will be performing vocal and 
instrumental music and Indian classical dance forms such as 
Bharathanatyam, Odissi, and Kathak. 
• Fifty five students from San Diego will be participating in the 
instrumental and vocal concerts as well as in the Bharatanatyam, 
Odissi, and Kathak performances.

Shekar Viswanathan
For Indian Fine Arts academy of San Diego Trustees 
and Board

• The participants will showcase through their performances the 
bani (style) of their eminent gurus. The gurus include Neyveli 
Santhanagopalan, Rajarajeshwary Bhat and Kruthi Bhat, 
Aishwarya Vidhya Raghunath,  Amrutha Venkatesh, Sandeep 
Narayan, Dr.  CM Venkatachalam, HN Bhaskar, RK Shriramkumar,  
Chitravina Ravikiran, Lalgudi GJR Krishnan, Dr. R.S.Jayalakshmi, . 
Shankar Kandasamy and Radhamany Varadhachari, Dr. S. 
Divyasena, Indhumathi Gopalakrishnan, Shambhavi Dandekar, HK 
Venkatram, Charumathi Raghuraman, Dr. Thiruvarur 
Bhaktavatsalam, Arjun Ganesh, SV Ramani, Tiruvarur 
Vaidyanathan, Patri Satish Kumar, N. Guruprasad, Murali Krishna 
and T.H. Subashchandran. 
• Featuring talented students of Dr. C.M. Venkatachalam, Revathi 
Subramanian, and Subbu Iyer, presenting vocal and instrumental 
renditions in the Indian classical tradition.
• A vibrant array of classical dance performances by students of 
renowned gurus:
Suman Nayak, Aler Krishnan, Neha Patel, Aarthi Narain, Aparna 
Kaushik, Meenu Srinivasan, Rohini Herur, Shibani Patnaik and 
Gargi Chattopadhyaya. These performances will span a variety of 
Indian classical dance forms, celebrating both tradition and 
innovation. 
•  A unique and thought-provoking thematic production featuring 
Priyadarsini Govind alongside a group of 11 talented dancers.
•  A deeply devotional and artistically rich solo performance by 
Sathvikaa Shankar, exploring the divine experiences of Lord 
Skanda through the classical Margam format.
• A traditional Carnatic vocal concert by acclaimed artist G. 
Ravikiran, accompanied by Sruthi Sarathy on violin and 
Raamkumar Balamurthi on mridangam, bringing the festival to a 
majestic close.
• Honoring artistic excellence with special guests: Sangeetha 
Acharya T.S.R. Krishnan and Hon. Dr. Darshana Patel.

Through the Youth Festival, IFAASD proudly acknowledges the 
devotion, dedication, and discipline of students, parents, and 
teachers who continue to preserve and promote the rich tradition 
of Indian classical arts in North America. We are deeply 
appreciative of the enthusiasm and commitment of the young 
artists who are traveling from across the country to participate in 
this prestigious celebration of music and dance. Thank you for 
supporting these talented young performers and for championing 
the mission of the Indian Fine Arts Academy of San Diego. 
Together, let us celebrate and preserve the timeless beauty of 
Indian classical music and dance through the passion and 
dedication of the next generation.















Subbu Iyer, Sai Shankar, Deepak Ramaswamy & Serge 
Swiderski of Perfect Video

Audio / Video Recording

Tadimeti Rao, Pavan Battiprolu, Shashi Pottathil
Stage Hands and Volunteers

IFAASD would like to thank all youth volunteers for their 

generous help in staging and managing this festival.

Youth Volunteers

JCC staff and management
Auditorium

Narayanan Gopala, Sai Narain, Pavan Bhattiprolu, & Shekar 

Viswanathan

Web Design / Invites / Promotion

Abhinaya Arts Academy

Rehearsal Space Donation

Usha Viswanathan & Shekar Viswanathan,
Dr. C. M. Venkatachalam

Souvenir & Text Editing

Gnanavel Rajendran
Poster and Souvenir Design 

Qualcomm 

Institutional Sponsors

Seetha Janakiraman and Narayanan Gopala
Revathi and Suresh Subramanian
Usha and Shekar Viswanathan
Neha and Hemanth Sampath
Krishna Meduri and Tadimeti Rao

Festival Sponsors 

A special thanks
to

Sangita Acharya Sri. TSR Krishnan, and 

Dr. Darshana Patel

 for presiding over the festival, 

all of the sponsors,

the IFAASD Board of Trustees

and management committee,

the patrons of the organization,

visiting youths and artists 

and their families, 

and the rasikas 

for making this happen.

to all the
 volunteers for their
invaluable support.

We sincerely
apologize

if any names have
been unintentionally

omitted.

IFAASD extends 
heartfelt 

thanks 

Tadimeti Rao, Krishna Meduri, Seetha Janakiraman, 
Aler Krishnan, Neha Patel, Suman Nayak

Stage Management /
Decorations, Lighting


